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Friday 21st October   
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
RE: Autumn 1 Reflections  
 
As we approach the end of British summer time, we arrive at our first half term break of the 
academic year. Although the nights will draw in and the days feel shorter, we will certainly be fitting 
in the ever-wide-ranging experiences The Stable School has to offer over the next part of the term. 
On that note the senior leadership team would like to share with some reflections of the amazing 
and wonderful achievements your young people have already made this term.  
 
As you will see from Dave’s Barn round up the children have been working had and made great 
progress in their learning as well as participating in a wide range of curriculum enrichment 
experiences. It has been a pleasure for me to get to know the children at The Barn.  
 
Key stage 4 courses at the Gatehouse are well under way. I had the pleasure of assessing the GCSE 
and Functional Skills English spoken language presentations. This is a very nerve-wracking 
experience where students must research, present and answer questions on a topic. The task 
requires the students to have quite extensive knowledge on their topic of choice.  The presentations 
were superb with everyone gaining a merit or distinction. I have acquired a lot of knowledge on a 
whole world of gaming I wasn’t even aware existed!  
 
Andy’s round up from The Gatehouse celebrates and shares with you what has been happening this 
half term, to include the exciting first addition of The Stabiliser – The Stable School newspaper 
produced by Nazere. We will be circulating it for you to read a home.  
 
Staffing  
We would like to say farewell to Daisy and thank you for all her hard work with the children across 
both sites. We would like to wish her every success as she begins her career in the army.  After half 
term we are excited to welcome to the staff team Andy Ferris. He will be based at the Gatehouse 
supporting students with their learning and sharing his expertise in all thing's science!   
 
 
Dave’s half-term roundup from the Barn 

It seems only yesterday that we welcomed everyone back to the Barn after the summer break. It has 

been impressive how quickly all the young people have settled back into the daily routines of their 

class groups. Waikiki have got off to a great start, with a lovely blend of energy and enthusiasm for 

the activities and learning which has been provided. Some of the highlights so far have been the PE 

sessions at the Cricket Centre which have been an opportunity to show how well everyone has been 

able to work as a member of a team and how working together they have been able to problem solve 

much more effectively. I have been particularly impressed with the work which has been taking place 

on our School values of Respect, Reflect and Believe which has resulted in some colourful reminders 

which are displayed around the classroom.  We have been fortunate to have AFC Bournemouth come 

into school to deliver an Active Maths session in the paddock on a Wednesday which has been very  
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well received and given all the young people the opportunity to not only impress the coaches with 

their Maths but also to show their football skills, and who knows with the talent on display where it 

may take them.                                                                                                                                                                                              

We have created a new provision this year called Polzeath which has a new building on the farm site. 

This new space offers us some new possibilities and a different environment for some of our learners 

while still allowing them to access some of the Waikiki offer. A big thank you to Lucy, Bob and Megan 

who have taken an idea and developed this into a working model which is being appreciated by the 

young people in the provision. 

Bude and Abersoch have spent the half term developing and bonding in their new class groups and 

getting used to their class spaces. Both groups have welcomed new young people into them and new 

staff members but have quickly developed their own identities. Whilst there have been some changes 

to English and Maths groups, young people have settled quickly and are working hard and being 

challenged by their class staff to pick up new learning whilst filling gaps and consolidating existing 

learning.  Some highlights from both groups have been the work on the School values. This has shown 

the understanding and expectation from each other of how those values are lived in all the spaces and 

activities and also the willingness to use the ‘reflect’ value when situations have required. PE and 

sports have been well received and really positive feedback from coach Joe and Ethan around how 

well young people are working together, supporting each other, and developing their individual skills 

A big thank you to Matt who has organised for a series of visits by the Caring Canine Charity to work 

with 12 young people. They bring in their agility dogs and through education and fun will be using the 

dogs to support young people with their learning in a different way, the first session was very well 

received.  

It has been a busy half term, but the enthusiasm and dedication which is being shown by all the 
young people at the Barn fills me with enormous confidence that this is going to be another great 
year. Well done all.         
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Andy’s half-term round up of The Gatehouse 
 
Firstly, can I introduce myself. My name is Andy Fulker and I am Head of School at the Gatehouse. 
It’s a privilege to be part of the school’s community and I look forward to seeing the young people at 
the Stable School progress, not only academically but also socially, developing their keys skills 
ensuring they are ready for the next steps in their lives after school. 
 
Following a long summer break, it is hard for our young people to transition from holiday to school, 
and they may not be ready for the rigours of the new academic year. Saying that, I have been really 
pleased with how our young people have adapted to the pressures of school with engagement, 
attendance and behaviours developing week on week. 
 
The young people from Nazere have been working on interactions, friendships, social anxiety, social 
phobia and low self-esteem during their motional sessions by creating a student newspaper. Students 
were urged to ‘dream big’ and encouraged to see that learning barriers do not prevent further 
education or future careers. 
 
The first task was to assign roles. This meant self-reflection – what were the young people’s interests? 
What skills did they need for the roles? It also meant identifying the strengths of their peers. Motional 
sessions discussed the strongest candidates for each role. Those that struggled to identify any of their 
own skills were helped to do so by other members of the class. This was a real bonding moment. 
 
The group needed to decide on a list of potential stories, which was again done as a class. The 
collaborative aspect could at times become fraught as many Nazere students display rigid thinking 
and struggle to compromise. They worked through ways to respectfully disagree and reach a 
consensus through class voting. Some students at first found it difficult to accept the majority vote, 
however they soon became satisfied that it was the fairest and swiftest way to reach a decision. 
 
The student newspaper has been a great source of pride for the majority of Nazere students, who 
have enjoyed taking ownership of the project and now look forward to seeing their names in print 
and sharing their work with family and friends.  
 
The young people of Oahu carried out some practical work in science, designing a circuit that will 
generate a motor and propel an object. They have demonstrated excellent study skills this half term 
and have produced some super pieces of work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The young people wrote a persuasive letter to the then PM, Liz Truss as part of our ‘Who’s in 
Charge?’ topic. The next PM can expect to hear from us too! 
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Racing at the bike track. EVERYONE in the Oahu had a go with only minor injuries to report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the run up to the Christmas break we have several important dates to share with you. Closer to 
the time you will receive further details relating to each event.  
 
Young people from the school went to FTY, the high-tech football inspired gym. 
FTY is a football training centre using the latest training technology to enhance players technical, 
physical, and mental skills. The various skills games provided healthy competition for the young 
people. They worked tremendously hard throughout the session and gained so much. Not the usual 
equipment for football however agility and speed are key factors in sport. 
 
Wishing you a happy half term from us all at The Gatehouse 
 
‘Student Observation Evening’ will be an opportunity for parents and carers to speak to their child’s 
teachers and discuss the progress they have made in their learning over the Autumn term.  
 
Dates for the diary! 
Student visit to the Christmas Tree Farm - December 1st   
Student Observation Evening – December 5th  
Christmas lunch for all students - December 6th 

The Gatehouse Christmas Fayre – 7th December 2-3pm all parents and carers welcome.  
The Barn Christmas Fayre – 8th December 2-3pm all parents and carers welcome 
 
 

Thank you for all your support over the last half term. 

 

Best wishes 

 

The Senior Leadership Team.  
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