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Thursday 9th February   
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
RE: End of Spring 1 News  
 
As we have reached the end of our first half term of 2023, I would like to share with you and reflect 
upon all the achievements and experiences of the half term.  
 
Children from The Barn have become experts in Bushcraft! They are thoroughly enjoying their 
weekly sessions with Craig, learning a range of outdoor survival skills, to include knot tying, the 
building of fires and fire safety. Craig, who runs the sessions, has been particularly impressed by how 
quickly the children have mastered the skills and their respectful conduct.  
 
Both The Gatehouse and Barn students have been visiting Flavours cookery school in Southbourne. 
As with Bushcraft we have been so proud of how the students have adapted to a new environment 
and learnt new skills, to include the art of sushi making!   
 
The first ‘Student Hub’ meeting was held last week. Our Student Hub chair had prepared an agenda 
and representatives from each class across both sites attended. I was so impressed by the maturity, 
respect and excellent range of ideas and points put forward by all the students, regardless of age. 
The first Student Hub initiative is to place post boxes on each site, for students to post their, 
thoughts, ideas, reflections and concerns.   
 
Staff update 
Sadly, we will be saying farewell to Bob Greenall at the end of this week. Bob is moving to another 
school to support them in setting up a nurture base. Bob has been at The Stable School since the 
beginning.  He has had a significant impact on the lives of many of the children at The Barn and I 
know he will be missed by both children and staff alike. We wish Bob every success in his new role. 
 
We have appointed a new part-time teacher, Jen Williams, who will be based mainly at The Barn. Jen 
has years of experience in special needs and has a wealth of knowledge in attachment theory. Jen 
will be working to support and deliver our phonics, programme, and Key Stage 1 curriculum. Jen will 
also take the lead of further developing our monitoring platform, Evidence for Learning. Jen will be 
starting with us at the beginning of the summer term. 
 
I would also like to welcome Paul Tyler, who will be joining us at the beginning of March as Site 
Manager. Paul brings with him a wide range of experience relating to site maintenance and 
development. Paul will be working alongside Chris and Tracy Vincent and Baz.  
 
Parent Groups 
Tess Tyler our parent LAB (Local Advisory Board)  representative has brought together a group of 
parents and carers, who now meet regularly for either a Bunker breakfast or tea and cake at The 
Barn.  It has been wonderful to see this group grow in strength. Going forward we would like to 
bring together the parent/carer interest group that was founded at the end of the summer term last 
year, with the parent/carer group that Tess has formed. This group will be called ‘The Parent/Carer 
Interest Group’.  We are keen to involve as many parents and carers as possible from our Stable 
School community. The group is a place where parents/carers can share ideas, raise concerns,  
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celebrate successes and work together to further develop the school and its provision. Please see 
below for future meeting dates. You are all very welcome to join the meetings at any point, even if 
you can only make one it would be great to have you there.   
 
Location: Therapy Pod The Barn Site   
Time: 2pm start  
Fridays: 
24th Feb 
31st March 
21st April 
19th May 
23rd June 
14th July breakfast out session instead as a social get together. 
 
Inset days  
Please note the Inset day on February 20th 2023.  The Stable School will be closed to all children on 
this day to enable the staff to attend school development training. Children will be welcomed back 
on Tuesday 21st February.  
 
News from The Gatehouse  
 
Andy’s end of term round-up of The Gatehouse 

Dear Parents/Carers, Staff, and Students,  

As we reach the end of another successful half term, I cannot help but feel a sense of pride and 

gratitude for all that we have accomplished together. This term has been filled with a myriad of 

achievements, challenges, and opportunities for growth, and I am truly grateful for each and every 

one of you who has made this possible. Your growing commitment to our school values of respect, 

reflect and believe has not only shaped the atmosphere within our school, but has also left a lasting 

impact on our community as a whole. 

From the positive and respectful interactions between students and staff, to the reflective nature of 

our curriculum and programs, I have been consistently impressed by the way in which our 

community work at embodying these values in all that you do. The belief in the importance of 

education, the passion for learning, and the dedication to one another has created a vibrant and 

supportive atmosphere, where staff and pupils feels valued and appreciated. I have had the privilege 

of witnessing the growth and development of our students, as well as the creativity and innovation 

of our staff, and I am proud to be a part of this amazing community. 

So, to each and every one of you, I extend my heartfelt thanks for another wonderful half- term. 

Your efforts and contributions have not gone unnoticed, and I look forward to continuing to work  

 

together in the future as we strive to make our school a place where everyone can thrive and reach 

their potential. 

Andy Fulker (Head of School) 

Members of the Gatehouse team have provided a summary of the learning and achievements of our 

young people below:- 
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Construction news  
 

Another busy term over at construction, all the hard work put in by the students has produced some 

great results on Aim levels 1 and 2. We have also had a delivery of some new cordless tools (big 

thanks for those) this has enabled us to expand the students’ knowledge of electrical tools and give 

them new ways to be creative with the final finish on their practical projects. I am really looking 

forward to seeing their ideas turn into a finished project. 

We have been confined to the classroom for most of our sessions due to all the rain and cold 

weather. I am hoping for some more dry weather so we can get busy building outside, and try a bit 

of brickwork, we also have plans to renovate the outside area of our construction class, watch this 

space for updates. 

Overall, another great half term full of focus and hard work. I am looking forward to getting stuck in 

next half term and seeing more fantastic projects produced by the students. 

Baz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pod – Spring 1 2023 
 
What has a 500g bag of professional Smarties got to do with maths, the real world, and functional 
skills?  During your school days, did you ever think, ‘why are we doing this?’  The functional skills 
approach is rooted in real-world applications, with the goal of ensuring that math and English are 
understood in a practical context.   The task included understanding estimation, averages (mean, 
mode, median and range), ratio, fractions, percentages, pie charts, bar charts, data collection and 
probability.  We had mixed results on our first attempt, and the students had to figure out why the 
totals were not the same and develop their own hypothesis.    Smarties Round 2 is this Friday and 
the progression in learning will be evident in the ability to work independently and as a team.   

 

 
As Functional Skills is truly about the world and maths in it I would ask that if you see an 
advertisement offering a percentage – do ask your child to work out the new price on their phone 
calculator.   If you are cooking in the kitchen and want to shrink or expand the amounts in a recipe 
ask for help – it is ratio but we don’t think of it in that way in our everyday lives.    
  
Each student has access to Times Table Rockstars.  It is recommended that they download the app 
and continue playing at home for a few minutes a day.  All of them are quite competitive, and 
regular practice facilitates the learning process.  
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An excerpt from ‘Dom’s Birthday Fail’. 

The sound of the loose and rusty door screeched open slowly as the 

view of the patches of fields and clouds were just getting smaller.  

“I’m ready” said Dom while taking a deep breath. He could feel the 

crooked hand of the teenager pushing him out of the plane.  

“Good luuuck” said the cracking voice of the teen fading away slowly. 

Suddenly he got hit with the smell of fresh air as the wind thrashed 

through his face. He was having the time of his life, even though the 

loud wind was blasting into his ears.  

“WOOHOO!” Shouted Dom in excitement. 

He tried to pull the pin, but it seemed to be tight and rough. He yanked 

it a bit but it just wouldn’t pull off. So he tried to pull it harder and the pin 

just ripped off in his hand. 

  
 
Functional Skills English has been strongly focused on writing formal letters, speaking, and listening 
as well as comprehension with reading.  The group has gained valuable experience in debating a  
variety of topics.  I am often impressed by their knowledge of current news items, their growing 
courage in sharing an opinion that may not be popular but also their willingness to listen to the 
views of others.   It is my hope that a debating group will be formed soon and that it will expand its 
discussion to include different groups of people.  This term, we have been reading newspapers, 
magazines, comic books, and listening to audiobooks for pleasure.  I plan to visit Christchurch Library 
next term to give a wider source of reading material.  Christchurch Library are members of the 
Borrow Box scheme.  Our membership gives access to you and all the students to audible and 
eBooks.  Every class has their own membership card and if you want to access the scheme, do be in 
touch with someone and request the information.  
 
Helen 

Oahu – Spring 1 2023 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we read some exhilarating true life survival stories and created our own. FS was inspired by the true 

story of a man who had to remove his own trapped arm, while RN and MM created their own narratives with 

near disastrous consequences… 

 

 

 

 

 

Oahu have made the most of the  
occasional sunshine to get outside and 
speed walk to the top of St Catherine’s Hill. 
We hope to do this much more frequently 
next half term… 
 

During our thematic curriculum afternoons, we have followed a history 
focus - looking at changes in society following the Great Fire of 1666, 
including the end of one of the plague pandemics. We learned how 
diseases such as these (and COVID 19) spread, calculating exponential 
growth, and examining ways of combatting disease. We also looked at the 
impact of the Great Fire on architecture in London and did some online 
exploring of some key landmarks (as painted by OC in oils below) 

An excerpt from ‘The Torture’ 

On the fifth day of his torturous experience, the thought of amputation 

rushed back. He thought for hours, debating it, but he soon realised 

that the two-inch blade of his multi tool was not built for the task. He 

threw himself against the wall of the ravine, hoping to snap his radius 

and then his ulna; it worked. After an almost unbearable torture, then 

came the worst part. The excruciating sawing at his flesh. With a two-

inch blade. Back and forth. He later claimed in a documentary of his 

experience “I did not feel much on the outer layer of my forearm, as 

the flesh had started to rot away due to the lack of blood circulation, 

anyway, the part that hurt the most were the nerves. The inner layers 

that contained rows of them, all sending shocks through my body. 

One by one. It was God awful.” It must have been hell on earth. 

 



  

 
 

The Barn campus 
12 Dudmoor Farm Road 

Christchurch 
BH23 8ES 

 

The Gatehouse campus 
247 Fairmile Road 

Christchurch 
BH23 2LH 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Den – Spring 1 2023 

In English this half term we have been continuing with studying Macbeth in our literature classes, 
any scene involving the witches has been going down a real treat. We have also started offering 
revision sessions for the year 11 as we head closer to exam season. Recently the students sat their 
level 1 functional skills English test, we eagerly await the results with fingers crossed.  
  
In Maths the big event of the term has been the functional skills tests. I am so proud of the exam 
resilience the students showed. Even those who didn't pass this time around have already asked me 
when they can re-sit it again - who could ask for a better attitude! We have also been looking at 
space, shape, and measure topics since Christmas.  
 
We have introduced a new Statistics class this term in the Den. 90% of pupils agree this has been a 
good idea.  
  
In Digital Tech we have started to take the theories and principles of 2D animation which we studied 
before Christmas and the students have begun putting it into action developing an idea for their own 
film. I've seen pitches and storyboards for films all with unique styles and world building. I can't wait 
to see the finished pieces.   
 

Hannah  
 
Nazare – Spring 1 2023 

Gloomy January is always tough, but we’re sure Nazare’s GCSE 1 maths class will all agree that some 

fiendishly tough algebra can really help brighten those long winter days! We’ve been getting to grips 

with expanding two brackets, quadratic factorisation and simultaneous equations – all that and 

we’ve still had time to squeeze in our L1 Functional Skills maths exams.   

In Business we’ve been looking at market segmentation and the four Ps of the marketing mix. 

Psychology has focussed on research methods, such as questionnaires, interviews and forming a 

hypothesis, which has a useful overlap with GCSE statistics. In English we’ve been looking at 

figurative language in song lyrics and practiced writing our own – not to forget sitting our L1 

Functional Skills English. Congratulations to everyone in Nazare’s GCSE 2 for your resilience in sitting 

your first set of external exams.  

In Motional, we’ve continued with our student journalism, and become slightly (OK, maybe more 

than slightly) obsessed with a quiz site called Blooket. This combine answering academic questions 

with competitively mining crypto or collecting gold. The twist is that you can then steal each other’s 

gold and that’s when the competition really heats up!   

The Two Men Who Fell In A Volcano 

Just minutes later as the earthquake was about to stop, 

Teddy lost his grip on the rock and slid into the volcano. 

Teddy grabbed onto a ledge hoping that his rock-climbing 

skills would help him climb to safety. Teddy looks down to 

see if Finlay made it to safety, but he could only look in 

horror as he watched his friend get disintegrated by the 

lava. 
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All in all, a great start to the new year.                                                                                 Karen  

Bike Maintenance  
 

Another exciting half term with the Bike Maintenance crew, continuing to look after our bikes and 

maintain them superbly.   

We’ve been blessed with sunshine, rain and frost this half term. Our students have demonstrated 

great resilience in some challenging weather and difficult terrain. Always willing each other on and 

showing great teamwork. We have explored different parts of the New Forest and were super lucky 

to stumble across a beautiful White Buck near Brockenhurst chilling in the sunshine! 

Really looking forward to continuing our adventures after half term and wishing you a restful break. 

Kate & Dom  

Hair and Beauty/Creative Design 

The pupils created Lino print and hand painted design work for their Aimvoc Textiles L1 component 

which they also sold to raise money at the Christmas fayre.  

Below are examples of weaving the pupils are working on in creative design.  
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Catering 

This term the Aim Catering students have been given the opportunity to work in a purpose-built Kitchen off 

site to allow them the experience of other kitchen settings. They have made a variety of complex dishes 

using their skills to build an excellent portfolio of recipes using knife skills, pastry techniques, baking, grilling 

and roasting dishes and roux sauces. The students have continued to grow this term and have impressed the 

tutors at Flavours Cookery School, working independently, listening to instructions, and finishing dishes to a 

high standard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Stable School FC 

The Stable School FC came close to securing a victory in the match against Coxlease School, but 

unfortunately fell short in the end. Dominant play in the first half meant they were able to capitalize 

on their opportunities and found themselves leading by one goal after the first half. However, 

despite relentless pressure and numerous attacks on the opposing team's goal, they were unable to 

add to their tally, ultimately losing the match 3-2. Despite the disappointment, the home team can 

hold their heads high knowing they gave it their all and came incredibly close to securing a much-

deserved victory. 
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 News from The Barn   
 
The Barn Spring Newsletter 

Dave 

Welcome to the Barn Spring 1 Newsletter. We have started the new calendar year in the way we 

finished the last, with enthusiasm and some new opportunities. We have built some new 

accommodation for Polzeath and the Therapy Team at the farm, while still keeping access for all to 

our animals. We have also 

welcomed Bushcraft Craig who is 

passing on his tips and techniques 

for surviving in the wild, which is a 

big hit with everyone and a great way to keep warm on these winter 

mornings. We have also taken the Year 9’s to Flavours Cookery School each week. I was lucky enough 

to go when they were making sushi which was a wonderful experience to get to make sushi from 

scratch and see all the young people produce a dish that you would happily buy. I can also report back 

that each week in Assembly we review the number of Positive choices that all the young people are 

making, each week we are amassing an impressive number which is motivating young people and 

helping to continue the positive feeling and attitude that we are experiencing at the Barn, so well done 

and a big thank you to everyone. 

 
Thank you for your continued support this term. I wish you all a lovely half term break.  
 

Waikiki 

This term in Waikiki we have been focusing on our topic 'Bloodhound', learning about the speed and 
terrain required for a land world record attempt. This has included building tracks on varied surfaces 
alongside combining materials to create a fuel to power a rocket, all with varied successes! Working 
as a team we have been impressed in seeing the children working in a team encouraging each other, 
providing support to help each other when faced with difficulties. Particular highlights include: 

• Fantastic teamwork in dodgeball, all children communicating well to win games even beating 
the adults! 

• A positive approach to our Forest Walks exploring parts of the area we haven't before seeing 
the nature of St Catherine’s Hill.  

• A resilience in Maths grappling with fractions, children even practicing these at home well 
done! 
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• The class earning through their positive behaviour rewards an afternoon cooking - the 
cookies tasted amazing! 

• Super comprehension through our topic book, 'Harry Miller’s Run'. The children are creating 
their own alternative endings which already sound both funny and a great deal more 
interesting! 

Well done to all in Waikiki who have worked brilliantly this term persevering week in week out. We 
hope you have a super half term! 

 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polzeath 

Polzeath have had a great half term settling into our new abode. The Polzeath Pamper Parlour has 
really taken off and clients can come for hand massages and hair 'cuts' in a relaxing environment 
created by the 'self-taught' masseuses. We have enjoyed building dens and trading objects from our 
real estate for other objects or 'shteep' - the kingdom currency. There has been some great fraction 
work in maths (particularly the edible kind) building up to our pizza cooking session in the last week  
of term. It is great that friendships continue to strengthen as we each learn games that are new to us 
(chess, Pokémon, Yugioh) in order to play together. 
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Bude – Year 7s 

Another busy half term for the Year 7’s and Bude Tutor Group. 

Our Year 7 topic this half term has been ‘In Days of Old’ we have learnt about the ‘Castles, The Black 
Death, The Feudal System and have made our own Knights Armour, medieval bread and made potions 
for our Maths learning. 

In English we have been following the story of ‘Fire, bed and Bone’ and we have enjoyed following the 
dogs story set in the Middle Ages. 

Our Bushcraft mornings have been wonderful, we have made fires, baked fire bread, filtered water 
and lots more - we have all loved it. 

We made the most of the cold weather by making ice art which we hang from trees. 

Another great half term, 

Hope everyone enjoys the half term 

Laura and Janine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abersoch 

It has been fantastic welcoming the year 8 group back after Christmas. Everyone has been working 

brilliantly. We have been focusing on our topic ‘Da Vinci’ where we have been exploring Da Vinci 

through Science, ART, and English. In Science, we have been exploring the 

skeletal and muscular system and why and how Da Vinci was linked to 

anatomy. Did you know……Da Vinci used to draw 

anatomical images to support peoples learning about the 

human body?  
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In ART, we have investigated and recreated some of the work of Da Vinci looking at proportion and 

style of his work. We have recently, compared Da Vinci’s work to other artists such as; Picasso and 

Andy Warhol. The general consensus was that they preferred Picasso and Andy 

Warhol, due to the bold colours and fun designs.  

In English, we have been focusing on fact/opinion and expanding this within our 

purposeful notetaking skills. These skills have been fundamental for 

our outcome of an expository biography about a person of interest. 

With this, we have examined the layout and language features of a 

biography and independently formed their very own success criteria…. 

There is more…. we have also been showing some excellent retrieval 

skills throughout our reading comprehension. Everyone has 

persevered and worked extremely hard.  

As a team we have been so impressed with the level of turn taking, social skills and engagement within 

motional and fun games/activities which we are excited to continue after half term.  

We hope you have a restful break, and we can’t wait to welcome you all back.     Abersoch Team.   

Student dress 
Please can I remind you that although we do not insist on a school uniform, that students should be 
appropriately dressed for school. If Students come to school in cropped tops, very short shorts, 
skirts, flip flops or other unsuitable footwear, a phone call will be made home and a request for 
parents/carers to bring a change of suitable clothing into school. Thank you for your support in 
ensuring all our students and staff feel comfortable and safe in the school environment.  Please refer 
to our behaviour and relationships policy on the school website, for further details.  
 
 
Thank you for your continued support this term. I wish you all a lovely half term break.  
 
Best Wishes  
 
Beth   

 
Headteacher 
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