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Rationale : 

The Stable School take Child on Child abuse very seriously. The stable school will support both the person 

in distress and the alleged perpetrator for as long as required. 

The Stable School has a 3 Tier approach for both the person in distress and the Alleged 

perpetrator.  We understand the importance that a whole school approach is followed and understood 

by staff and students.  

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2022 talks about peer-on-per abuse and states –  

Children can abuse other children. This is referred to as Child-on-Child abuse and can take many 

forms.  

o Harm can include ill treatment that is not physical as well as the impact of witnessing ill 

treatment of others. This can be particularly relevant, for example, in relation to the 

impact on children of all forms of domestic abuse.’ 

o This can include (but is not limited to) bullying (including cyberbullying); sexual violence 

and sexual harassment; physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair 

pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm; sexting and initiating/hazing type violence 

and rituals, Verbal abuse, up skirting. 

o Recognition of the gendered nature of Child-on-Child abuse, recognising, that all forms 

of this behaviour are unacceptable and will be taken seriously. 

o Recognise the indicators of Child-on-Child abuse, know how to identify it, and respond 

to reports.  

o Recognise that Child on Child abuse may be taking place, even if it is not reported  

o Understand their role in preventing it and responding to it if they believe a child may be 

at risk. 

Additional areas for consideration can be found in Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment 

between Children in Schools and Colleges guidance 2018)  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-

betweenchildrenin-schools-and-colleges 

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2022 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/keepingchildren-safe-in-education 

We make sure that the children affected by Child on Child abuse are getting the help that they 

need. This may mean a multi-agency approach and may involve the child’s family, school, 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-betweenchildrenin-schools-and-colleges
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-betweenchildrenin-schools-and-colleges
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keepingchildren-safe-in-education


children’s services, the police, and any other professionals who know or have had contact with 

the child. 

The Stable School guidance is very clear that in the case of Child on Child abuse, the school must 

continue to provide support to the person in distress and the alleged perpetrator ‘for as long as 

necessary’. As well as supporting and protecting the person in distress, The Stable School needs to 

consider whether the perpetrator could be a person in distress of abuse too. 

The Stable School also need to think about risks to other children. If there’s an incident in a school, 

has this put other children at risk? Have other children witnessed the incident? Could any siblings 

of the perpetrator be at risk? Where did the incident happen? What can be done to make the 

environment safer? 

The Stable School Whole School Approach 

We should not wait until an incident of Child-on-Child abuse happens before taking action. We 

should create an environment in which children, staff and parents/carers show respect for one 

another. Children should know what language and behaviour is acceptable and what to do and 

who to speak to if they are worried or feel unsafe. Child on Child abuse is an embedded within 

the stable school Child Protection and Safeguarding policy. 

All staff must understand and be aware that children may not feel ready or know how to tell 

someone that they are being abused, exploited, or neglected, and/or they may not recognise 

their experiences as harmful. For example, children may feel embarrassed, humiliated, or being 

threatened. This could be due to their vulnerability, disability and/or sexual orientation or 

language barriers. This should not prevent staff from having a professional curiosity and speaking 

to the DSL if they have concerns about a child. It is also important that staff determine how best to 

build trusted relationships with children and young people which facilitate communication.’ 

Definitions: 

Sexual Harassment. 

 This can be defined as ‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature’ that can occur online and offline. 

In the context of this guidance this means in the context of child-on-child sexual harassment. 

Sexual harassment is likely to: violate a child’s dignity, and/or make them feel intimidated, 

degraded or humiliated and/or create a hostile, offensive or sexualised environment. It can 

include.  

• Sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd comments, making sexual remarks 

about clothes and appearance and calling someone sexualised names  

• Sexual “jokes” or taunting 

Sexting  

Sexting is when someone shares sexual, naked or semi-naked images or videos of themselves or 

others or sends sexually explicit messages. They can be sent using mobiles, tablets, smartphones, 

laptops - any device that allows you to share media and messages.  

This is also known as youth produced sexual imagery. The UK Council for Child Internet Safety 

(UKCCIS) has published Advice for Schools and Colleges on Responding to Sexting Incidents 

Upskirting  

This typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without them knowing, with the 

intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or cause the person in 

distress humiliation, distress, or alarm. It is now a criminal offence and may constitute sexual 

harassment.  



Cases of ‘upskirting’ have a mandatory requirement for being reported. 

Sexual Violence 

 In this guidance this refers to sexual violence in the context of child-on-child sexual violence. 

Children can and do abuse other children. Sexual violence covers a spectrum of behaviour. It 

can refer to sexual offences under the Sexual Offences Act 2013. This includes:  

Rape: A person (A) commits an offence of rape if: he intentionally penetrates the vagina, anus or 

mouth of another person (B) with his penis, B does not consent to the penetration and A does not 

reasonably believe that B consents. 

 Assault by Penetration: A person (A) commits an offence if: s/he intentionally penetrates the 

vagina or anus of another person (B) with a part of her/his body or anything else, the penetration 

is sexual, B does not consent to the penetration and A does not reasonably believe that B 

consents. 

 Sexual Assault: A person (A) commits an offence of sexual assault if: s/he intentionally touches 

another person (B), the touching is sexual, B does not consent to the touching and A does not 

reasonably believe that B consents. 

 

Consent 

 Consent is about having the freedom and capacity to choose. Consent to sexual activity may be 

given to one sort of sexual activity but not another, eg to vaginal but not anal sex or penetration 

with conditions, such as wearing a condom.  

Consent can be withdrawn at any time during sexual activity and each time activity occurs. 

Someone consents to vaginal, anal or oral penetration only if s/he agrees by choice to that 

penetration and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice. It is important to know that:  

• A child under the age of 13 can never consent to any sexual activity 

 • The age of consent is 16  

• Sexual intercourse without consent is rape It is also important to differentiate between 

consensual sexual activity between children of a similar age and that which involves any power 

imbalance, coercion, or exploitation.  

The Designated Safeguarding Lead should be involved and leading the school response. If in any 

doubt, always seek expert advice.  

Hazing/Initiation  

The practice of rituals, challenges, and other activities involving harassment, abuse or humiliation 

used as a way of initiating a person into a group. 

Contextual Safeguarding 

DSL should always consider the context within which incidents and /or behaviours happen. Known 

as contextual safeguarding.  An assessment should consider if wider environmental factors are 

present in the child’s life that are a threat to their safety or welfare.  

The Stable School Role in prevention.  

Embedding a planned whole school approach that helps all students to understand and value  

Peers and prepare them for life today. The Stable School has a clear set of values and standards, 

these will underpin the whole curriculum.  A clear concise SRE curriculum will tackle issues  



including: 

• Consent 

• Heathy relationships  

• What is respect?  

• Gender roles, stereotyping  

• Body confidence and self esteem  

• Prejudice behaviour  

• Sexual violence and harassment.  

 

 

 

The Stable School – Child on Child abuse procedure: 

Tier Pathway – Person in distress 

Tier 1 - All students are supported to understand the importance of positive relationships with their 

peers, knowing that trusted adults are there to support them. Reflecting on how it feels both as a 

Person in distress and as the perpetrator 

Tier 2- Student has recorded evidence of showing signs of being a person in distress of Child-on-

Child abuse by other student/ Students in the school community. 

Tier 3 - Students has sustained recorded evidence of being person in distress of regular Child on 

Child abuse by another / several students within the school period over a 5-day period. Any report 

of Up skirting reaches tier 3 threshold. 

Tier Action Pathway – Person in distress 

Tier 1 – Relationship building opportunities within class setting with reflection of situation 

opportunities with support to help make right choices  

Tier 2 – Relationship building opportunities within class setting with reflection of situation 

opportunities with support to help make right choices. Parents of both Person in distress and 

alleged perpetrator are advised of conflict by class teacher.  

Trier 3 - Relationship building opportunities within class setting with reflection of situation 

opportunities with support to help make right choices. Person in distress parent /carer invited to 

attend a “Child on Child abuse Reflection /action plan meeting with Head of School and Head of 

Vulnerable learners.  Any report of Up skirting Safer Schools link Police officer immediately 

informed.  

Tier Plan- Alleged perpetrator 

The stable School adopted a 3-tier approach to Child-on-Child abuse.  

Tier 1- All students are supported to understand the importance of positive relationships with their 

peers. Reflecting on how it feels both as a person in distress and as the perpetrator.  

Tier 2- Student has recorded evidence of showing signs of Child-on-Child abuse to other students 

in the school community.  

Tier 3 – Student has sustained recorded evidence of displaying Child on Child abuse to another / 

several students within the school period over a 5-day period. Any report of Up skirting reaches tier 

3 threshold. 

 

 



Tier Actions - Alleged perpetrator 

Tier 1 – Relationship building opportunities within class setting with reflection of situation 

opportunities with support to help make right choices  

Tier 2 – Relationship building opportunities within class setting with reflection of situation 

opportunities with support to help make right choices. Parents of both Person in distress and 

alleged perpetrator are advised of conflict by class teacher.  

Tier 3 - Relationship building opportunities within class setting with reflection of situation 

opportunities with support to help make right choices. Alleged perpetrator parent /carer invited to 

attend a “Child on Child abuse Reflection /action plan meeting with Head of School and Head of 

Vulnerable learners. Any report of Up skirting Safer Schools link Police officer immediately informed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHILD ON CHILD abuse – Action flowchart 
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